electronic information technology • energy
education • emerging technologies
entrepreneurs

Southwest Virginia’s
e-Region is the site of the
first FAA-approved rural
drone delivery in the U.S.
The ‘Kitty Hawk’ moment
took place July 17, 2015
in Wise County, Virginia,
when medical supplies were
delivered by drone to a
rural medical clinic.

Southwest Virginia’s e-Region
is EXTRAORDINARY
As one of the world’s premier
technology integrators,
SAIC values and lives by
the mantra of redefining
ingenuity. In today’s
agile and dynamic work
environment our company
can only distinguish itself
through the talents of
our employees. With our
expansion into Southwest
Virginia, we have discovered
an untapped talent pool.
***
Rob Beavers
Service Delivery Manager
VITA Program, SAIC

Southwest Virginia’s e-Region focuses on these strategic
components of modern business — electronic information
technology, energy, education, emerging technologies and
entrepreneurs.
Exceptional quality of life enhances the attractiveness of the region for
businesses looking for a prime eastern U.S. location. In scenic southwestern
Virginia, a state consistently ranked as top for business and talent and #1
state for quality of life in the U.S., the region continues to be a trendsetter in
broadband access in rural America.
CGI, Sykes-Intuit, SAIC, as well as OnePartner and DP Facilities discovered our lowcost business climate, training resources and workforce and operate technology
and data centers in the region. Leading manufacturers Tempur Sealy, Mullican
Flooring, Tadano Mantis and others are operating successfully here.
A strong traditional resource base of metallurgical coal and natural gas continues
to contribute to the region’s economy, and opportunities in energy research and
renewable energy add to the mix.
Agriculture is strong in the e-Region, and growth in aquaculture, smart farming
programs using drones, precision agriculture with new markets, and hemp
production and processing are some of the latest industry developments.
The region offers unique education initiatives like fast track technology and
manufacturing training, a technology talent accelerator program beginning
in middle school, two and four-year colleges, graduate and professional
schools and the University of Virginia’s College at Wise.
Outstanding scenery, recreational opportunities, unique
communities, top-notch healthcare facilities, seed capital
programs for entrepreneurs and small businesses, coworking and teleworking spaces and connectivity are
among the region’s many assets that lead to an
enhanced quality of life for employee
families.

electronic information technology
Companies looking for tech talent in Southwest Virginia’s e-Region tell
us recruiting is “touting the virtues of having a good job and living in a
rural area with outstanding quality of life.”

At CGI, we’ve undertaken
an onshoring strategy
outside traditional major
metropolitan areas to
provide IT workers with
high-paying, skilled job
opportunities within their
home communities.
***
Lynne Bushey, Senior Vice
President, U.S. Mid Atlantic
Business Unit Leader of CGI

With the ever growing availability of fiber optic, satellite and wireless networks
for high-speed broadband access, Southwest Virginia’s e-Region is a trendsetter
in rural America and a cost effective U.S. business location that’s an alternative to
off-shoring of IT services.
Southwest Virginia’s e-Region offers new technology parks and available buildings
geared toward high-tech business. And the region is home to Tier III disaster
recovery and commercial hosting facilities.
CGI operates its Southwest Virginia IT Delivery Center in one of the region’s
modern technology parks. Adding a growing IT presence are SAIC, Sykes-Intuit,
DP Facilities, Serco, Crutchfield Corporation, AT&T, Verizon, and Holston Medical
Group, a regional healthcare organization at the forefront of handling electronic
medical records.
The University of Virginia’s College at Wise offers the only four-year, undergraduate
degree in software engineering in Virginia. This major allows students exceptional
academics and out-of-class experiences in not only software engineering but
cybersecurity as well.
Other educational initiatives include fast track and other customized training
programs offered through a robust community college system, and a partnership
program with K-12, community colleges, four-year colleges and employers to
develop a tech talent pipeline that begins in the region’s middle schools.

The region offers safe, secure
locations for data centers
like the DP Facilities
Mineral Gap center in the
Lonesome Pine Regional
Business and Technology
Park, as well as new nontraditional energy and
cooling alternatives.

CGI’s Southwest Virginia IT Delivery Center in the
Russell Regional Business Technology Park

The Sykes center in Wise, Virginia is the
flagship U.S. operation for the company.

energy
Metallurgical coal, used in steel-making; and natural gas, which is used in
manufacturing and in the production of a myriad of products, has provided
a foundation for the region. Southwest Virginia’s e-Region is also a strategic
location for research and alternative energy initiatives.

VCEDA’s visionary renewables
fund will serve to expand
deployment of renewable
energy and to power economic
transformation in technology
manufacturing in the region.
***
Vivek Shinde Patil, Director,
Ascent Virginia

A significant renewable energy project is a solar field on a 20-acre site in
the Lonesome Pine Regional Business & Technology Park in Wise, Virginia.
Developed by public and private partners, this solar project serves as a 3.46 MW
supplemental power source to the adjacent DP Facilities Mineral Gap Data Center.
Looking to the future, the region is actively working to diversify its energy industry
economy. Among new developments are renewable energy initiatives, plans for an
energy research park, pumped storage location options, and new energy ideas for
data centers.
The region also includes a research center where graphene, a version of carbon
that is the strongest material known to exist and dubbed a “wonder material,” is
being studied and tested.
Another significant step in the region’s energy future is the Virginia Coalfield
Economic Development Authority’s creation of a Renewable Energy Fund that
assists in the development of renewable energy projects which will add new jobs
and investment to the region and help prepare the workforce for those new jobs.
Southwest Virginia’s e-Region is a prime location for not only the location of
new energy production facilities, but also for the manufacturing of the energy
components needed for those facilities and their infrastructures.

Renewable Energy
A Renewable Energy Fund has been established by the Virginia
Coalfield Economic Development Authority to readily assist in
the development of renewable energy projects which will add new
jobs and investment to the region and help prepare the workforce for
those new jobs.

Coal and gas taxes
fund opportunities
Southwest Virginia’s e-Region is
historically referred to as the “coalfield”
region of Virginia. Taxes paid by the
coal and natural gas industries provide
funding to help encourage economic
development and diversification in the
region.
The Virginia Coalfield Economic
Development Authority, created by
the Virginia General Assembly in
1988, markets Southwest Virginia’s
e-Region and operates unique loan and
grant programs to encourage new job
creation, made possible through the tax
contributions of the coal and natural
gas industries.

The Renewable Energy Fund also encourages companies to
manufacture the energy components needed for new renewable
energy facilities and their infrastructures.

Ridgeview High School Campus in Clintwood, Virginia

Beginning at the elementary and secondary
school level, students in the region are exposed
to technology resources, distance learning
opportunities, robotics competitions, as
well as STEM programs - Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Math.

The University of
Virginia’s College at
Wise’s undergraduate
software engineering degree
program–the only one
of its kind in Virginia –
gives students a unique
opportunity to learn both
the technical skills of
computer science and the
professional skills required
of software engineers.

education
Recognizing that workforce preparedness is a major issue in today’s global
economy, the region places great emphasis on educating the regional
workforce for today’s jobs and the jobs of the future.
Beginning at the elementary and secondary school level, students are exposed
to technology resources, distance learning opportunities, robotics and math
competitions, as well as STEM programs. Another key element in education in
the region is a partnership program with K-12, community colleges, four-year
colleges and employers to develop a tech talent pipeline that begins in the
region’s middle schools.
Fast track software programming and IT help desk training, as well as
manufacturing technology programs, are among the many educational initiatives
offered by regional community colleges and workforce training centers.
The University of Virginia’s College at Wise, the only four-year branch campus of
UVA, is the only four-year public institution in Virginia to offer an undergraduate
software engineering degree, one of a handful of such programs nationally. The
Appalachian School of Law and the Appalachian College of Pharmacy are located
in Southwest Virginia’s e-Region.

UVA Wise

Through a unique partnership with multiple colleges and universities, the
Southwest Virginia Higher Education Center in nearby Abingdon provides
more than 60 undergraduate and graduate degree programs and
professional development courses. There are also a number of four-year
colleges and universities, including Virginia Tech and East Tennessee
State University, within commuting distance.

Tempur Sealy has expanded
a number of times since
opening in Scott County in
2001. We have developed
a strong relationship with
the community, and we
are fortunate to have a
well-educated workforce
committed to excellence in
quality, safety, productivity,
and environmental
compliance.
***
Scott Thompson, Chairman
and CEO, Tempur Sealy

emerging manufacturing
technologies
Located less than a day’s drive from major U.S. cities and more than half the
nation’s population, Southwest Virginia’s e-Region is a strategic East Coast
U.S. location for manufacturing.
With a strong base in manufacturing and outstanding existing industry
support initiatives, the region offers infrastructure, facilities, access to broadband
and workforce development programs to accommodate today’s production
processes.
Leading manufacturers such as Tempur Sealy, England Furniture, PBE Group, AMR
Pemco, VFP, Paul’s Fan Company, Lawrence Brothers Inc. and others have all found
success operating in Southwest Virginia’s e-Region. Tempur Sealy, maker of the
Tempur-Pedic® mattresses and pillows, has expanded its manufacturing facility
several times to more than a half million square feet.
The region welcomes and supports new businesses and entrepreneurs, and also
has an existing industry support program that includes scheduled visitations to
inform companies of resources and training, as well as to listen to their needs and
concerns.

entrepreneurs
Recognizing the role that small business and entrepreneurs play in
communities, the Virginia Coalfield Economic Development Authority offers
a Seed Capital Matching Grant Fund to help new small businesses grow and
expand in the region and add jobs. A variety of new, small businesses in
the region, among them coffee shops, drone photography, greenhouses,
restaurants, professional services and others get their entrepreneurial
beginnings through this fund.

The seed capital program
helped me go from a guy
with a drone to be able to
purchase cameras and lighting
equipment and expand into
videography. But it’s not just
to help businesses like mine
to expand. It’s also for new
dreamers to turn their dreams
into reality.
***
Brad Deel,Owner
Brad Deel Drone Photography
& Videography

exceptional quality of life
Beautiful scenery,
recreational opportunities,
friendly communities, and
top notch healthcare and
educational facilities are
amenities that employers
and their employee families
enjoy in Southwest
Virginia’s e-Region.

Added to all the other advantages of doing business in Southwest
Virginia’s e-Region, the quality of life experience in the area is exceptional.
An endless list of recreational opportunities, including golf, hiking, biking,
fishing, ATV trail riding, rock climbing, kayaking, festivals, fairs and a variety
of social activities are additional amenities employers and their employee
families enjoy.
Highlights include one of the nation’s best-kept secrets, the Breaks Interstate
Park, known as the Grand Canyon of the South; the annual outdoor drama
“Trail of the Lonesome Pine;” Natural Tunnel State Park, described by William
Jennings Bryan as the “Eighth Wonder of the World;” and performances
nearby at renowned Barter Theatre, the State Theater of Virginia.
Two of the nation’s best historical driving trails go through Southwest
Virginia’s e-Region. The Crooked Road: Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail focuses
on the musical traditions of the region and includes several key venues in
the e-Region, such as the Ralph Stanley Museum and Traditional Mountain
Music Center and the Carter Fold. Another trail is The Wilderness Road:
Virginia’s Heritage Migration Route that traverses the footsteps of Daniel
Boone through Southwest Virginia and the Cumberland Gap, and the Daniel
Boone Wilderness Trail Interpretive Center.

Ralph Stanley Museum

Other destinations include The Coal Heritage Trail, Spearhead Trails with
more than 600 miles of ATV trails throughout the region,
and the Southwest Virginia Cultural Center & Marketplace,
an artisan center in Abingdon, Virginia that serves the region
and is a gateway to Southwest Virginia crafts, music, food
and local culture.

Southern Gap Visitor Center

The Breaks Interstate Park is one of two
interstate parks in America and encompasses
4,500 acres along the Virginia-Kentucky
border. The park offers lodging, a restaurant,
a conference center and numerous
outdoor recreational activities, including
a zip line over the rim of the gorge
and horseback riding.

Excite Your Senses
From the serene scenic views to the aggressive
outdoor recreational opportunities,
Southwest Virginia’s e-Region offers an
unparalled place to live.

Find YOUR Place in
Southwest Virginia’s e-Region
Discover what Southwest Virginia’s e-Region has to offer businesses looking
for an East Coast location, to growing existing businesses in the region’s
communities and to families seeking an excellent quality of life experience
in the southwest corner of Virginia, a state with a top ranking for business.
Southwest Virginia’s e-Region is focused on electronic information
technology, energy, education, emerging technologies and
entrepreneurs.

We’re ready for you.

Strategically located in the eastern U.S., the region
offers an ideal location to serve markets in the East,
Mid-America and the world.

Virginia Coalfield Economic
Development Authority
P.O. Box 1060
527 East Main Street
Lebanon, VA 24266
p: 276-889-0381
f: 276-889-1830
mail@e-Region.org
www.e-Region.org
www.vceda.us

